The paper presents the results of questionnaire surveys, which were conducted among farmers. Surveys were conducted from May to August 2007 in the eastern part of Poland, in Lubelskie voivodeship. This is the voivodeship, where an agriculture plays significant role in comparison with other regions of the country. Additionally, the lowest support to integration with European Union was noticed in the public referendum. However, according to the questionnaire surveys, the farmers gave bigger support for ratification the Treaty. The results of research answers the question how farmers in Lubelskie voivodeship perceive the European Union 3 years after the access. In addition, we could indicate, which factors cause increase and which one cause decrease in the support for the European Union.
Introduction
Following the national referendum, Poland approved the Treaty concerning its entry into the European Union and became its member on 1 st May 2004. The accession enforced a number of social and economic changes. The consequences of the changes were especially noticeable in the case of agriculture. The accession brought along a lot opportunities as well as threats for
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the users of individual agricultural households. On the one hand, since the accession, farmers have been able to apply for subsidies from the structural funds and sell their produce to all the countries of the European Union and to those associated with the EU. On the other hand, Polish farmers fear that they may not face the competition imposed by the farmers of the "old" Union. Agricultural households in Western Europe have a more favourable agrarian structure. Besides, they have always received and still obtain higher subsidies than Polish agriculture. Some Polish farmers have attempted to modernize their households and they hold positive opinions on their functioning in the European Union. Others consider the European Community as a source of their own failures.
Lubelskie voivodeship is an area of Poland, where agriculture is of primary importance. Consequently, the voivodeship was chosen as the area for survey research. It concerned the farmers' perception of the European Union. The aim of the research was to determine how agricultural households function after Poland's entry into the European Union. The issue concerning the perception of the European Union is directly connected with it.
Research area
Lubelskie voivodeship is situated in the Eastern part of Poland ( fig. 1) . It is the third largest voivodeship in Poland, following Mazowieckie (Masovian) and Wielkopolskie (Great Poland). Its area is 25122 km² and number of inhabitants: 2166210. Agriculture is one of the most important sectors of its economy. That is reflected in the following facts. Lubelskie has the greatest share of the population employed in agriculture in relation to the total of all the employed (35.8% in 2006). Following Mazowieckie, it also has the largest number of households with agriculture as the main source of income. The percentage of agricultural land in the structure of land use is 68.1%. Other characteristics of research area are shown in 
Survey research
The survey questionnaires concerned the issues connected with the functioning of the agricultural household, its changes and development perspectives. The analysis also comprised the social profile of individual users of the agricultural household and their opinions on the issues concerning agriculture. Most were close-ended questions, which enabled the researcher to obtain answers that were more precise. Before the proper research was conducted, trial tests were carried out twice. They were aimed at eliminating mistakenly formulated questions. The work on the questionnaire text consists in the introduction of subsequent corrections, each of which should bring us closer to the final version of the survey (Mangione 1999).
The survey was conducted among a group of individual users of agricultural households in Lubelskie voivodeship. The notion of the "user" is understood as the owner or leaseholder of the agricultural household. "Cooperative agriculture" was omitted deliberately in the paper. It does not play a major role in the voivodeship. 86/124
The support for the integration with the European Union
The research survey showed that farmers, in comparison to the rest of the society, were more interested in the participation in the referendum concerning Poland's entry into the European Union. From among the respondents who answered the question "Did you take part in the referendum concerning Poland's entry into the EU?", 72.5% answered "yes". It is a result 17% higher than the official data for the voivodeship. The support for the accession of Poland was given by 85.5% of the surveyed farmers who had participated in the referendum. In comparison to the results of the State Election Commission (PKW), among farmers there were 22.3% more supporters of the European Union. It is not consistent with the pre-referendum opinion, common in certain circles, according to which farmers were not expected to give widespread support to the integration with the European Union. It was considered that they feared the competition of the better-developed agriculture of Western Europe. The analysis proved that there exist significant differences as to the level of support within Lubelskie voivodeship ( fig. 2 ). Among the respondents in the analysed administrative units, the referendum support for the accession Treaty was from 70.0% in Zamojski district in the south of the voivodeship to 97.9% in Parczewski district in the northern part of the voivodeship. However, this cannot be defined as the regionalization of the support for the accession to the European Union. Similar in terms of value support indices are distributed unevenly and they do not constitute homogenous groups. Also, according to the official State Elections Commission (PKW), the support for the European Union is distributed unevenly.
At present, the farmers' support for the European Union has slightly decreased. The questionnaire asked "Would you hypothetically support the ratification of the Treaty if the referendum was held again?" 82.9% respondents would again agree to approve the accession of Poland to the EU. The result is lower by 2.6% than in 2003. One positive aspect is that from among those voting against Poland's accession to the EU, at present 31.6% would hold the opposite opinion. However, this is a smaller group. Hence, the rise in support even by ⅓ does not mean a higher increase in support among the total number of the respondents.
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The accession to the European Union versus the development of agricultural households
Currently, the farmers' perception of the European Union mainly depends on the economic condition of their households in the post-accession period. The assessment of the situation from the point of view of the individual users of agricultural households is reflected in the answers to the questionnaire question:
"What Poland's access to the EU has caused in situation of Yours household:
Structure of the answers on this question was acknowledged as a dependent variable. Her factorization is expressed by few independent variables. There are: taking part in the referendum and voting for the integration, age of respondents, their assessment of situation in Polish agriculture, farm area, marketability of production, changes in farms after the accession and hypothetical changes in the nearest future. All of them relate to the assessment of changes in households, which were initiated by a membership of Poland in the European Union. Farmers perceive the Union mainly by their own successes and failures.
Three years after the accession, most respondents did not notice any changes in their households as caused by Poland's entry to the European Union ( fig. 3 ). This is consistent with the survey research conducted right after the accession referendum. The farmers were then asked to estimate the chances of the development of their households after the accession The spatial distribution of the response structure to the above question is presented in the diagram in figure 2 . A positive estimate of the situation is characteristic of the households situated in the northern part of the voivodeship (Bialski and Radzyński districts), which is connected with a more favourable agrarian structure in this area. Also, in the gminas located in Lubelski district there can be observed a certain increase in the answers confirming an improvement in the household situation and a decrease in the answers showing that their situation worsened. It is conditioned by a different demographic and economic profile of the users of agricultural households. In the rural areas located within the near distance to Lublin, the users of agricultural households are young people who are better educated and have higher incomes obtained from their work in the voivodeship city.
As results from the survey, a lot of farmers are not familiar with the types of financial subsidies offered by the European Union. They know very little about them and actually the only form of subsidies they are aware of is the direct ones, as 85,4% of the surveyed declared. Only a few percent of the farmers declare that they are familiar with the remaining EU funds. The situation in terms of using those funds looks even worse yet. Direct subsidies are used by 78% of the surveyed, whereas the remaining forms of support are of interest to a relatively small number of the respondents.
Fig 4. An assessment of situation in farm, depending on taking part in the referendum, voting and hypothetical voting in the referendum
Source: own elaboration.
There are close relationships between the assessment of changes in the agricultural household caused by the accession to the European Union, the participation in the referendum and declared support for the Treaty approval ( fig. 4) . It is particularly noticeable in the case of people, who voted against the accession and who would vote in the same way if the referendum was held again. Those who claim that Poland's entry into the European Union worsened their situation constitute the largest number among those respondents. These are hardened Euroskeptics disappointed with the Community and who treated it with suspicion and distrust from the very beginning. 
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results, it can be concluded that farmers, who estimated the condition of Polish agriculture more favourably saw that the condition of their households improved respectively ( fig. 5) . Those are people, who succeeded in running their agricultural economic activity and who see an opportunity for themselves in the functioning of the Common Market. In order that the condition of Polish agriculture is improved, 7.6% of the interviewed believe that the subsidies should be equalized with those in other European countries or that Poland should withdraw from the EU. Many of the interviewed claim that Polish farmers are treated unfairly by the European Union, mainly because of lower subsidies. Both the positive opinion on the state of Polish agriculture and the development of a particular household are related to the general economic situation of the respondents and their age. Younger users of agricultural households are of a more positive opinion on the condition of their households. They have better entrepreneurial skills and more initiative in terms of taking on new challenges. What seems significant is the fact that it was only this group of people that could benefit from the EU aid program "Easy start for young farmers". The level of optimism decreases with age. Older farmers are not as flexible as for their ability to adapt to the new situation. Therefore, they use the EU subsidies to a lesser extent. They are more traditional and they fear any innovations. A more positive assessment of the development of a particular household is directly proportional to the household acreage ( fig. 6 ). The ratio of the respondents presenting more favourable opinions after the accession to the EU is twice as high among the users of the smallest households (up to 3 ha) as among those of medium-sized households (over 7 ha). The development possibilities of small households are very limited. It is difficult to obtain from them satisfactory income and considerable amount of production. Facing competition with the farmers of Western Europe is much easier for the users of larger households. Their satisfaction with Poland's entry into the European Union is closely related to larger direct subsidies they can obtain. The very farmers call them "area" or "acreage" subsidies, which proves that they are identified with the size of an agricultural household. Moreover, the owners of larger households have better possibilities of applying for other subsidies. Recently many of them used preferential bank loans to purchase machines or modernize their households, which was largely financed by the EU funds. Currently the cost of buying a new tractor is too high for the majority of farmers in Poland. Without the EU's aid it would be impossible to buy one.
There are also clear relationships between a positive assessment of changes in the agricultural household and the marketability of production. In Poland, small agricultural households dominate its central, eastern and southern parts. The production is run mainly for self-use. From among the respondents, as many as 15.9% do not sell agricultural produce at all. Another 13.3% sell less than a half of all of their whole produce. When these numbers are added, there arises a paradoxical situation. Almost ⅓ of the farmers do not obtain income from their agricultural activity or it does not constitute a significant part of their income in total. But this is still better situation than average for the country. According to research of R. Kulikowski (2005), only 72.3% of polish farmers sell their produce. Moreover, 62.0% of them obtain less money that they spend for production costs.
Barely 40.3% of the users of individual agricultural households declare that agriculture is the only source of income for them. In comparison to the whole country, there is more advantageous result. Just for 13.8% of members of agricultural families are maintained only or mainly by income from agriculture (Kulikowski 2005). As to the opinions of the respondents running their production for sale, there is mutual dependence: the higher the share of sales production, the higher the opinion on the changes in the agricultural household following the accession to the European Union ( fig. 7) . The share of respondents selling over 90% of their produce and at the same time favourably perceiving the changes in their households after Poland joining EU is twice as high as in the case of those selling less than a half of their produce. This variable clearly interprets the perception of the European Union by the farmers. Higher income obtained from the agriculture after the integration translates into more positive assessment of the European Union. Poland's accession to the EU in a sense contributed to the price increase in agricultural goods. In turn, it influenced the economic situation of the farmers selling their produce. There is a clear relationship between the marketability of production and the perception of the European Union. Those satisfied with the form of selling their produce and with their prices hold positive opinions on changes within their own agricultural households. It is particularly noticeable in the case of the obtained financial results, which directly influence the functioning of agricultural households. Together with the increasing income from the conducted activity, one can observe a rise in the farmers' self-satisfaction and positive assessment of the household condition following the entry into the EU. 
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significant changes to the directions and the structure of production, and modernize agricultural households. Poland's entry into the European Union created better foundations for such activity. Farmers got the opportunity to apply for direct subsidies for the area of land they cultivate, subsidies for some of the EU-preferable directions of production (eg. subsidies within the agricultural-environmental program "Ecological Agriculture"), the possibility to apply for cheap bank loans or even co-finance their household investments by means of EU funds. The assessment of the situation within particular agricultural households after Poland's accession to the European Union in 2004 -2007 is shown in figure 8 . It is presented in relation to whether any attempts to introduce significant changes were made or not. The respondents were asked whether they increased the acreage of their agricultural households, developed the previously uncultivated land, introduced significant changes to the plant or farm animal production, bought agricultural machines or realized construction investments. The users, who ran such activity are of a more favourable opinion on the changes following the EU Treaty approval. Respectively, the same applies to farmers' future plans. Here clear differences concerning the assessment of the changes within the household condition in the post-accession period are noticeable in the case of an intention to enlarge a household, buy machines and introduce construction investments. In the same way, as in the case of the changes introduced recently, the respondents intending to introduce changes in the future assess the condition of their households more positively after Poland's entry into the EU ( fig. 9 ). This is a group, which already obtains profits from Poland's accession to the European Union and intends to take steps aimed at further improvement in the economic condition of their households.
Summary and conclusion
The perception of the European Union by the farmers in Lubelskie voivodeship varies. Next to each other, there function the groups of Euro-enthusiasts and Euro-skeptics. The former ones used the possibilities that the membership in the Union offers. They tried to modernize their households, often with the use of EU funds. They developed the majority of uncultivated land and attempted to increase the total acreage of a household. What is more, they also declare to introduce such changes also in the future. What characterizes Euro-enthusiasts is larger marketability of production and higher income obtained from the sale of agricultural produce. The respondents perceiving positively the condition of Polish agriculture, as a rule, assessed more positively the situation in their own agricultural household. Euro-skeptics showed far less initiative and willingness to improve the economic condition of their households. Those were mainly older people and the users of small agricultural households.
However, for most farmers, the accession of Poland to the EU is not connected with any changes concerning the functioning of their own agricultural households. They remained passive to the ongoing political and economic transformations influencing the condition of their own agricultural households. What seems optimistic is the fact that in comparison to 2003, when the pre-accession referendum was held, the number of the EU-entry supporters among its former opponents grew. Nevertheless, the support for the EU among the farmers is generally on a downward trend. The farmers often feel cheated by the Community as they receive lower subsidies and are exposed to unhealthy competition with the farmers of the "old" Union. What is more, the benefits connected with the opening of the market towards the West do not compensate for the losses of large markets in the countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States.
